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r Obli igation Oles of a 
2 in 7 whomfoever is 
inveſted; that as rhex 9 hey uſt 


We os'd in. the Perſons that 9758 fo 
ought to to be firitly Faithful, and b in is 


And this is + Qualification ſo nec eſſarily 
included in'the veryNameofa Steward. & 
1 it be e er Spiritual 1 


4 31+ Tis pro ia, quiſque. . Px 1 


and This 100 limived; and ltr ind by the 
Content to a more tion. 


14 The Word Bens in its Spiritual, or 
85 P ark ; 7 uſually confider'd 


2 to 2 Gifts, and Talents, or Endowments 
of Men in their General Cap acity : Or, of 
to the Perſonal Gharatters, Functions, or 


ces, which Tome Men, above Others, are in- 


veſted with, for the Service, and Edification 
of God's Church, and people, or the Pub lick 
Benet of Civil Goternme and Society. 

But as the Words of my Text bear an Im- 
mediate Relation to the Foregvitig Verſe, 
which reſtrains this mare to the Spiri- 
tual Minifir their 
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The Faithful Stewardſhip. 


1 Upon the General Import of the 
x Word 8 as it, may properly be 


; * apply d, 1ſt, to the Laity-in-their Rela- 


ide State, conſider d as Such; and, 


* dh, to the Lait in common with the 
Clergy; and that with a more Imme- 
f and Particular View to en 

ent Solemnity. Wi 


The rſt Point chen that offers elf 0 to 
our Conlideration, is the great Authority and 
Importance of this Cpiricngt Stewardſbip, as 
it relates to the Clergy, whom ther Apoſile 
here charges the Corim hiann ſo 3-eccount of; 
at the Numer, of Chriſt, and Kemards of tbe 
Myſteries of God. Characters that imply a 


very High Comiſſion, and a very Great and 


Momentous Employment ;: and: that both in 


ject Matter tis to he exercis d upun. 
The 1 is veſted in them by no 
leſs Perſon than Chriſt the Son. of God, who 


is himſelf over all God Bleſſed jor ever, _and {om ix. 5. 


whole Sovereignty therefore trauſcends all 

Humane Authorities, Principalitie and Pom 

ers, as far * does the Earth or Eter- 

Palau f Time. And the more Excellent. 8 
erſon from whom the Commiſſion is deriv 

the Hi igher ſure, and more Honourable a 
the. 555 gnity;of it be. 21 [og , hy 

The Word Miniſters, which in this Place 


is qu another Name for Ambaſſadors * 


be- 


3 


relpect of the Perſon chat gives it and ie 
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beſpeaks a mighty Eminence of Power and 
Eſteem, far beyond what that Character in a 

Civil Capacity can entitle Men to. And 

that of Stewards ,- or Difpenſers of the My- 

ſteries of God, is of equal Authority , and 

Dignity with the other. | 

For the Office of a Steward, even in a 
Temporal Senſe, implies a great Power and 

Truſt in the Family he preſides oyer. He 

has a Charge, a Superintendency, and Com- 
mand over his Fellow-Servants, to regulate - 

their Behaviour, and to aſſign each of them 

their due Share both. of Labour and Pro- 
vition'z” and ought᷑ therefore to be Honour d 
and Reſp by them. JAS 4 Mar 2005 1 | 

1 In. v. Of what double Honour then are they to be 
7 accounted-worthy, wlio are appointed Stew-/ 
dt and Rulers over that Spiritual Honſbold, 
Ma. xxir. Of which Chriſt it the Head, whoſe Conver- 
43. ſation. they àre to watch over, whoſe Works 
of Duty they ate to direct, and whoſe Por- 

tions af Spiritual Nouriſnment, from the 
"Bread of Eternal Life, they are ſeverally to 
diſpenſe. All which, as it Ihews the Power 

and Nignity of this: Commiſſiou; ſo does it, 

adh ;0 The Excellency and Sublimity of 

the Subjectx tis to be euercisid nec, Which 

is here expreſs d in general by the Myſteries 
of God, i. e. the Myſteries of his Word, his 
Sacraments , and his Sanctiont, tor the Edi- 
fying of his Church, and the Salvation of 
| Sous. Upon 12 i eint b 


2 2 Prin 


- 


The Fuithful Stewardſhip. 5 

Princes and Magiſtrates have indeed a 
great Power and Authority lodg'd in Them, 
and that too from God. But it reaches no 
farther than to the Security of the Bodies 
and Eſtates of Men, the EnaQting and Enfor- 
cing of Temporal Laws and Statutes for the 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and the Peace 
and Proſperity of the Civil Government. 
And what Proportion do theſe Things 
bear to the Safety of the Soul, the Peace of 
the Conſcience, and the Stability of Chriſt's 
Kingdom ?: Can the Publication of Humane 
Ediffs be thought of Equal Importance 
with the Preaching of the Divine Word, by 
which the Eternal Laws and Decrees of 
Heaven are unfolded ? Can the Admini- 
ſtring. of Juſtice, to ſecure Mens Civil Pro- 
perties, vie Excellence with the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacrament of Chriſt's Church, 
for the conferring of Grace? Or can Hu- 
mane Sanctiont be compar'd to the Power 
of Abſolving and Remitting of Sins, of pro- 
miſing Peace and Pardon in Chriſt's Name 
to the Penitent, and denouncing Future 
Judgments to the Diſobediem and Unbeliev- 
ing! No; theſe things are too unequal to 
be put in the ſame Scale; they are as widely 
diſtant as * Spiritual and Carnal, (or Tem- 


1 Fa * — 4 2 Ry = +. — 
9 = . 9 5 * of +4 , „ PS JI 21 
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[cs ) And the Compariſon indeed is ſo 
n that tis ſcarce. poſſible for Chri- 
ns, who have not ſiun d away the Senſe 


| at. God and their Religion, to entertain a 
T Of it. 


And yet ſo Looſe are Mens Notions in 
this Free-thinkin en that L am ap _ 
ſive, while — eaking of the Aut of 
the Prieſthood, — the Sublimity of its = 
ctiont, 1 may be thought too much by ſame 
to magnify. my Office, and too much perhaps 
> nor from ha of the Civi \ Magi- 


.. Bur L may be dee, 1 hope, when 1 
explain, myl if, (as as it will be expected 1 
ſhould) by —— a very juſt necel- 
ſary: Diſtinction between "bo Perſons , and 
= ſunkion, between a Superiority, in 

| oe Sinks and a e pe in Civil 

ral Mairt. 10 9 

* — * Perſons of the Clergy are cquatly 
under the Power and Authority of their 
Prince with the reſt of the People; that an 

equal Honour and Allegiance. is due from 
2 to his Crown, and an equal Obedience 
and: Subjetion to bis Lau, is what None of 
that Order preſume to deny: They muſt 
05 inthe. Face of their n when they 
do it. 


It muſt likewife be Wale that as the 
Power of excerciſing an Eccleſiaſticat-Juriſ- 
diction in the Governwent of the Church is 
deri d alſo from the Sandtions of the * il 

| i 7 


The Faithful qteuaraſbip. 7 
Authority, by which even our Church itſelf 
was firſt eb, ſo in that Reſpect too, 
as well as the Other, the Clergy ſcruple not 


to on their Inferiority, and to ſubmit them- 
2 dee Ordinance of Mam for the Lord 5 1 Pet. H. 


q 138. = 
"Al the Authotity: thrychim, Superior to. 
and Independent on the State, is in: a ſpe- 
cial — to choſe Acts only that are purely 
Spiritual, viz, the Adts of Ordaining, Confirm-" 
ing and Confecrating in the Bi 3 and 
ce Acts of Dipening God's Word; and ga- 
crqments, of Bleſſing, Interceding, and Abſolo2- 
ing in-Chriſt's Name, which the whole Prieſt- | 
hood in general have an-equal Right o the 
Excerciſe ol. | 
And that this isa Right Peruliarto-Themi, \ 
Exclufeve of all Others, is evident not only 
from the proper Import of the Words now: 
explain d, but from the whole Tenor of 
Chriſt's Cori, and the Bade his Id Sr I-. 
rurkons. an ee 
For to whom. did Chrik Active that ſpe- 
Gab Gontmiiaa sreorded by S. Adu ther! Go mar.- 
V, nd tcech: all Nations, baptizing thens in r.. 
the, Name of tbe Father, and of the Son and of 
tbe. Holy. Gboſt ?: And to whom did he ad- 
dreſs himicltvhen he elſewhere ſays JPhoſe- 
ſaewer dm e mit, abe are remaned: uunto Fo. xx. 
— aud whoſt-ſocuer Sins ye rain, \.-.opf - 
early deincra both theſe Powers — 
c JENS 1 
J ü 10 gut felbes, 


5 ” f 
1 "iy T 4 Ly - HS 1 e 


imme 


— F 


8 The Faithful Stewardſhip. 


ſelves, and in them to their Sucteſſors throu gh 
all Future Generations? 

How elſe could that Solemn promiſe, 
whicts] is annex'd/to the Former, of Chriſt's | 
A With them to the End of the World, 'be 


| bei, der verify'd and fulfill'd 2 How elſe could the In- 
ſtitutions of his Vord and Sacraments be re- 
gularly diſpens d, or the Government and 
Edisestion of his Church promoted? His 

. Apoſtles were but Men, and to die therefore 
as ſuch, and moſt of them much ſooner than 
the Courſe of Nature would allow. And 
what then muſt become of theſe! ſeveral 

Miniſtratiout, when Nature, or Violence, , put 

an end to their Lives? 

Mluſt every Man take upon him to be a 
Prieft to himſelf? Or, muſt all thoſe, who 
ſhould: pretend to be Gifted i in Spirituals, aſ- 
ſume a Liberty to teach, and miniſter therein 
to Others ? This would have been breaking 
in upon thoſe plain Rules of the Apoſtle, that 

Heb. v. 4. No man can take this Honour to himſelf, but be 
that is called of God, as was Aaron; and that 

te,” Mone can preach jexcrept they be ſent; It would 
confound all the Notions of Order, and Di- 
ſtinction in Chriſt's Church, and we ſhould 

1 have as many Religions, as there are different 

| Heads, and Ways of Thinking in the World. 

F | Baut muſt Chriſt's Church and Kingdom on 
91 Earth then be diſſolv d, and no Others com- 

miſſion'd-in his Name and Sread to diſcharge 
this weighty Function? God forbid. His 
Care and Concern for the Being of hi: _— 
an 


The Faithſul euaraſbip. 9 
and the Execution of his Latot, is as Un- 
changeable as Himſelf, the fame Yeſterday, to- 
day, and for ever. | 

And to this Purpoſe we are affur'd, that 
before he aſcended up on High, he a nn 


not only Prophets, Apoſtles, and 


Vange- Epbeſ. iv. 


lifts ; but a continued Succeſſion of Paſtors * 13. 


- alſo, and Teachers, for the Perfefting of the 
Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, and ſor 
the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt, till we 
all come, in the Unity of his Spirit, to be made 
Perfect in Him, Perfect in Faith, and Perfect 
in Göre e en to e oh eg 
J might here farther enlarge (if the Hour 
would allow it) upon the Certarnty of this 
Succeſſion , and the Regularity of it, from 
the conſtant Practice of the Church in all 
Ages. I might likewiſe inſiſt upon the Sin- 
gular Authority the Clergy alone have to mi- 
niſter in Things Spiritual, and contribute my 
Mite toward the Exploding the Pernicious 
Notions that have been of late but too popu- 
larly advanc'd ; againſt their claiming that 
Authority; and the Efficacy of their Bene- 
dictiont, and Abſolutions in Chriſt's Name. 
But theſe Notions having been ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly , and judiciouſly confuted by much 
Abler Pens, and the Authort of them puſh'd'ſo 
far, till they have ſcarce any thing left to 
ſcreen them but Sophiſtry and Prevarication, 
which always anſwers itſelf, Lhaſten to the 
next General Head of my Diſcourſe, to 
E which 


10 The Faithful eee 
which the main Drift of _ Tert is more 
immediately directed, vis. 


II. The ſtrict Obligation which this Set- 
 ardfhip brings on Thoſe, who are en- 
1 with rfl to be 8 
enter and Juſt in its Diſcharge. 


I treatin of which, ik 1 happen to be led | 
into any. Freedom of Speech, which might 
better perhaps become One of 4 Superior 
Rank, and Authority in the Church, I be- 
ſpeak the Candor of my Brethren for-4 fa. 
voutdble Conſtruction of it that they would 
take it (as tis truly meant) not in the Way 
of an Authoritative: Inſtruction, but as a & 
ſonable Memento of the Importance of e 
_ Office, and the Fidelity it requires. 
is a juſt and remarkable ä — our | 
Zuke xi. Saviour 4, that Uto obo ſoeον much is 
4. - given, of bim ſball much be required. - And 

'tis in no Caſe more applicable, than in 
This now before us. For as the Sterward- 
ſhip of che IM Aniſtry is of all Others the moſt 
Noble and Important; ſo there's a greater 
Number and Meafure of been te- 

quir d ro qualify Men for it. 

There's a Foundation of And Stier, 
to be laid in th Sbaulr of the Propbet i, ang a 
Cor of Natal Land and E nn 
. to enable to raiſe the 


Superſtruciutt of Di vint ledge. td * 
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The Faithful Stewardſhip. II 


a Degree of Perfection, as to Teach Others 
in it. There muſt be a Readinefs of 177155 
benſion to diſcern the Truth, and a Fidelity 
of Memory to retain due Nottons of it; a So- 
lidity of Judgment to explain and unfold it, 
and a Dexterity of Argument to prove and 
enforce it. There muſt. be a Propriety of 
Language to expreſs, of Eloquence to per- 
ſuade, of Prudence to direct, and of Induſtry, 
and Zeal, to apply all to Practice. And, 
what is above all theſe, there is a more 

. eſpecial Gift of the Spirit of Grace conferr'd 
on them at their Ordination to this Sacred 
Office, which they are ſtrictly requir'd to im- 
prove to Ediſioation, leſt they incurr the Heavy . 7im. iv. 
Guilt of receiving it in vam. 44, Kc. 
The Former indeed are Talents which do 
ſeldom all center in One and the Same Per- 
ſon: But as tis every Paſtor's Duty to endea- 
vour the Attainment of them, and come as 
near them as he can; ſo wherever they arc, ot 
in whatſoever Degree, they bring Each of 
them their ſeveral Obligations upon theſe 
Seruards, with Fidelity to employ them to 
the great Ends of Reli gion in the ſeveral Parts 
and Branches of their Duty. © 
They are, 1. To be Faithful to the People 

in the Miniſtrations of their Office; 2. Faith- 
ful 10 Chriſt's Church in its Support and De- 
fence; and, 3. Faithful to Themſelves, and 
their Sacred Character, in adorning their Do- 
Qrine by the Regularity 8 Lives, And, 


1ſt, 
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I, They are to be Faithful to the People 
it the Miniſtrations of their Office. The Pub- 


i Would He that 1niniſters therein approach the 
Table of the Lord? To what a Pitch of De- 
votion ſhould his Heart be rais'd in Conſe- 
crating the Sacred Elements of Chniſt;s Body 
and Blood? And how Gravely and Solemn- 
ly ſhould he Admini ter them to the People, 
to inſpire them with a like Rewerence in the 
Receiving of them, and engage them to offer 
up the true Sacrifice of their Souls, - that they 
may be entitled tg the glorious Benefits: of 
the Great Sac: iſice they commemorate - --!: 
And then for the Duty of the Pulpit, tho 
tis not of Equal Excellence with the Ordi- 
nancet now mention'd; yet it calls for great 
Abilities, and great Efforts of Zeal, and Pru- 
dence to fulfill it. The true and Faithful 

Paſtor is not to accommodate his Docirines to 
the Times, to reſt and diſguiſe the Scriptures 
in favour of a Party, or model them to the 
OE | Hu- 


The Faithful Stewardſhip. 13 
Humours and Vices of Great Men, for the 
Sake of Advancement : But with the utmoſt 
1 and Exactneſs, rightly 2 Tim. ii. 
to divide, and expound the Word of Truth; 5- 
to keep back nothing, of what is given him in 
Charge to deliver, but unreſervedly to de- 
elare the Whole Counſel of God. Nor is he Ats xx. 
only to lay open, and explain Chriſt's Do- 27. 
&rines, but to urge, and enforce them with 
ſuch Evident Proofs, ſuch Convincing Argu- 
ments, as their moſt Obſtinate Adverſaries kule xxi. - 
ſhall not be able juſtly to gainſay, or reit. 15. 
And farther, that Mens Converſation, as 
well as their Faith, may be agreeable to 
Chriſt's Goſpel, He is accurately to State the 
Bounds of every Grace and every Vertue, as 
they fall under his Conſideration, to obviate 
the Several Scruples and-* Difficulties rais'd 
about them, and with apo uſtneſs of 
Thought and Elegance of Expreſſion, that he 
is indeed Maſter of, to apply and ſtrike them 
home to the Aﬀettions of his Hearers, and 
awaken, and perſuade each, in their diffe- 
rent Capacities, to reduce them to Practice. 
But beſides Pheſe, there are ſome: other 
Occaſional Duties: that attend the Cure of * 
Soulr, which require much Diſcretion, and 
Diſcernment of Mind, as well as the moſt 
reſolute, and unwearied Application. The 
Sick are to be viſited, the Scrupulou : ſatiſ- 
ty d, the Weak ſupported, and the Fallen rais d; 
the Stray d are to be reducd, the Vavering 
confirm'd, and thoſe that are atVariance re- 
=; con- 
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* Remtdies. are ſeverally to be admini- 


Sohcild to Each Other. To all which, pro- 


d, and proper : Cautions, Exbortut ion: 
and Reprooft too apply d. : W. 


9 


And yet ſo Different are the Inclinations, 


ſo Inconſtant the Tempers of the Genera- 


lity of Mankind, that almoſt every Single 


7 


© Perſon is to be addreſs d to, and dealt wich 


in a Method peculiar to the Circumſtances he 
is under. All which, as it ſhews the Diff- 


cult of this Spiritual Steward ſbip; ſo does 


22. 


olſ chat great Apo 
1 cor. ix. the like Caſe, that he beramt all Things to all 
Auen, that be might by all means ſave ſome. 


1 adh, The Clergy are not only to be Fanb- 


it likewiſe the Obligations of being Faithful 
in its Diſcharge, by following the Example 
ſtle S. Pard, who tells us in 


ful in the Miniſtrations of their Office; but 
Faithful to Chriſt's Church in its Sup pou and 
ick Ho- 


Defence; in Maintaining the Pub 


naur and Intereſt of it againſt the Teacheries 
and Impoſtures of its Pretended Friends ; as 
well as the Open Aſſaults of its more pro- 
feſiid Enemies, wholaim at nothing leſs than 


Fubverting its Eſubliſauent, and Root 


very Foundations of Cbriſtiasity i » bn 
The Church of Chriſt, donſider d in irs Mili- 
tant State, has never yet been free from the 
Suares: and Attac of Ill-defigning Men; 
and never was it more Openly Expos d to 
than at Preſent. Aud tlrerefore, as its 
Enemies are always Active, and * 
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ant it; ſo ſhould the Clergy, (who, un- 

der the Divine Providence, are appointed 
its Guardians) exert the Utmoſt of their Vi- 
gilance , and Zeal in its & 3 
They are to labour in God's Hutbandry, 
the Field of his Church, and watch over, and 
cultivate the Good Seed he has ſown in it; 
leſt the Enemy come, and mingle. it wich 


Tares, and diſappoint him of the Harveſt he Mar. xis. 
expects to = from it. They are not, like 2% 25. 


Hireling:, to ſhrink, and flee away, when the 
Wolf approaches; but, like good Shepherds, 
to fand in the Gap againſt all the Invaders 
of this Spiritual Fold, and guard their Flocks 
from being d:vonr'd by the Beaſts of the For- 
reſt; even at rhe Hazard of their Lives. 
' Tn a word, They muſt be continually 
Wreſtling againſt the Malice and Fury, the 
Fraud and Subtiley'of their Earthly, as well as 
their Infernul Enemies; and amidft all the Eu- 
croachments of Licentiouſneſs and + a 
neſr, all the Storms of Hereſy and Schiſm in 
the Chtreb,and all the Concuſſions of Sedntion 
in the State, muſt maintain their True Prin- 
riple Firm and Unſhaken, even rho! they lie 
Fntſt in che Way to ſuffer, and ſmart for Km 
For this tis highly neceſſary, that they 
ſhould be accoutred with the whole. Armont - 


of Gull the Shield of Fab, the Helmet of Sul. £pb.vi.rr 
vbutton, and the Sword of the Yo ; that they. 16, 17, 


ay be whe to ſtand againſt the Wilerof the De. 
Ern Darts of the WA 


> 


vil, and que nc h all t 
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ed, that are level'd againſt the Church, the 
Sanctuary of God. Butt. 
zah, To make this Spiritual Armour yet 
more compleat, they are, above all, to be 
werf. 14. Veſted with the Breaſi-Plate of Righteouſneſs, 
an Exemplary Piety, and Unſpotted Conver- 
ſation. They are to be Faithful to Them- 
ſelves, and their Sacred Character, in adorn- 
| ing their Doctrine by the Regularity of their 
” Lives. | | "= 
For without this, as They are too juſtly 
and deſervedly expos'd to the. Cenſure., 
Contempt, and Deſpight of the People, as 
well as to the ſevere Laſhes and Reproaches 
of their Own Conſcience; ſo. they can never 
hope for that Efficacy, and Succeſs in their 
Meaiſtry „ as will either anſwer the End of 
their being Call d into Chriſt's Vineyard, or 
entitle them to any Other Return of their 
Labour, than their being condemn'd as 
Mat. xv. Wicked, and Unprofitable Servants, _ 
33% Por this Reaſon the Faithful Miniſter, and 
Steward of Chriſt's Myſteries, (of which tis to 
be hop'd, there are much greater Numbers 
than $a common Cry will allow) conſider- 
ing Himſelf, as a Perſon, ſet apart from the 
orld, and more immediately Dedicated to 
the Service of God, his Church, and his Al- 
tar; relolves to tie himſelf, up, not only to a 
ligber Derorum in bis Outward Deportment, 
but to a greater Striftne/s and Regularity, of 
Life, than the Common. Rank of Chriſtians 
ahlige themſelves tro. 


— 


He 


* 
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He endeavours, as much as poſſible, to 
bring his Paſſions and Appetitet under, Sub- 
jection to his Reaſon, and his Reaſon entire] 
to the Obedience of Faith; and by the Excrcifc 
of Self-Denial, and Contempt of the World 
to maintain his Sacred Character {o pure and 
undefil'd, as not only to give no Offence, bat 
the Miniſtry be not Ham'd but ſo effectually 2Cor.vi.z, 
to recommend hiniſelf to every Man's Conſci- 2 Cor. iv. 
ence in the Sight of God, as to be able to ſay, * 
in the Language of the Apoſtle , that. bis Phil. iii. 
Converſation is in Heaven. 

In ſhort, he makes his Praffice correſpon- 
dent to the Divinity of his Profeſſion; and tho! 

he lives in, and deals, and converſes with the 
World, yet keeps himſelf Unſpotted, and diſ- 
entangled from it. So that amidſt all the Pre- an. i. 
valence of its Corrupt Modes and Cuſtoms on 12. 
the One Hand, and the Imputations of Sin- 

ularity and Want of Breeding on the Other, 

he holds faſt the Profeſſion of his Faith with- x, x. 
out Wavering, and is advancing ſtill Higher 23 

in his Spiritual Progreſs, till he brings it 

to Perfection, to the Meaſure of the Stature 
of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, 
This is the true Pattern of the Faithful 
Paſtor's Life, which all, who bear that Cha- 
rafter, ſhould endeavour (as far as Infirmi- 
ties will allow) to imitate, and copy after; 

by ſtriving earneſtly to ſbine forth as Lights 
in the World; by reducing. the ſeveral Gra- 

ces and Virtues They recommend to Others 

into Habits in Themſelves ; and by Living 
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vp to what they Preach, as well as Preach- 
what they Believe. 

rom I iew of the Quatificatiotis of 

a Faithful Miniſter , and the ſeveral Bran- 

ches of Duty he is oblig'd th e, the 


\poſtle's Queſtion may ve e ut, 
2 Cor. ii. LA ent for fr thee N 4 Aud it it 
* ay as juſtly be anſwer d, * * of us, 

in the utmoſt Strictneſt, a uality of the 
Obligation, - ſome o be imitive Fa- 
thers have ac nowledg'd of rhemſelves)\ can | 
pretend to be ſo. 
48s, xiv, We are Men of Like Paſſions, and Infirmi- 
»5- ries, with Others, and live in 2 Crooked and 
Perverſe Generation, that are Deaf to 5 
Cyunſelr, and Deſpiſe our Reprooft. 
meet with many Allurementf to r is 
from our Duty, and many tier "and: 
Diſcuuragements in the due Di charge of it. 
We have Caluamits andReproaches in Rerurn 
| forall our Labourt, and create 3 ma- 
ny Enemies b telling them the Truth, as 
Others do. Friends By flarrering. them in 
their Errors. 
But none of theſe Things are to deterr us 
From our Duty; nor is it reaſonable they 
ould, For however Infafficient we may 
be of OmſeFves tor this High and Weigh ghy 
Funcfion; e in Fable difcharge 


Promife of Chriff s Spirit both bit 22 
Frmities, and to work, to ter to etify 


* 
* —_ 


oh v. Greg. Naz. Apel 1. and ct. « de. Sacerd. Lib. 6. 
to- 


— 
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together with us for the Salvation of Souls. 
And what greater Sufficiency can we expect, *. 
or defire, than that which i of G? 

The Work of Converſion depends not 1 
ly on the Force of our own Akilities, on the 
Flowers of Rbetorick,the Accuracy of Mie, or 
the Strength of Human Arguments, But tis 
the Power of God's Word, and the Influence 
of his Grace, on which we are to found out 
Chief Hopes of Succeſs. So that, if we 
, 5 . o Our Part in the Diſcharge of our 

e have nothing elſe to do, but to 
2 the Iſſue to the Wiſe Conn ſet, a and A A 
pointment of God, who Alone 11 the 5 
of Men in his Diſ ofal, and models, and tim 
them juſt as he eaſes, 

Nor ought t the Ungrateful Returns, or Il 
Treatment, we meet with, to be any more 
diſcouragin than our Trabilities are , 
the Steward 47 that is aſſign' d us. We on * 4 
with Patience, to bear the Wounds and 
proaches we receive in the Cauſe of Region; 
and tho we are allow d, for our own Safety, 
to join the Wiſdom of the Serpent to the Inno- mas. x. 
cence of the Dove; yet it behoves us with all 16 
Baldnefs to rebułe the Growth of Vice, Inſi- 

delity, and Error, and to refozce we are tount= Ads. v. 
—— to ſuffer Shame for Chriſt's Name. 41. 
The Apoſtles, and Primitive Fathers, had 


much iy, cap? Trials of Perſecution brought 

than, we can any of us complain 
4 1 5 4 yet, in Obedience to theit Lord, 
who himſelf was made TORE: through Suff 


D 2 ferings, 
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6 rings „they undauntedly fought the good 
1 . Figs of Faith , and Were Fon to Send, 

: and be Spent for the People; tho' the more 
2 Cor. xii, they lov'd them, the leſs they were belov'd, nay 
% tze more indeed hated, and abus'd by them. 

Let us then, who have the Honour to ſuc- 
ceed them in their Miniſtry, be content to 
ſucceed. them in the Diſcouragements that at- 
tend it. And tho we ſhould indeed meet 
with no other Return, than Evil for Good, 
and Hatred for our Good-Will ; tho“ our Cha- 

racter be inſulted, our Counſels deſpis d, and 
our Reproofs reſented; yet let the Great 
Work we are engag' d in, the Salvation of 
Souls, prevail with us, after their Example, 
to perſevere in it to the End; as being firmly 
perſuaded, that if we approve Ourſelves, as 
They did, faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, we mall 
Gal. vi. 9. be ſure in due time to reap, if we faint not. 
_. Having thus far conſider'd the Words of 
my Text in their limited Senſe, as apply d to 
the Clergy, I proceed now to the laſt Gene- 


4 


ral Head I propos'd , viz. 


III. To conſider the General Import of 
the Word Steward, as it may properly 
de apply d; iſt, to the Lait) in their 
Relative State, conſider'd as ſuch; and, 
Adh, to the Laity in common with the 
+. |, Clergy; and that with a more Imme- 
diate and Particular View to the Pre- 


* 
217. 
eiten 


H | | ſent Solemnity. 2 - £5 | | 
„ — Iſt, The 
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1ſt, The immediate Relation the Clergy 
bear to God, whoſe Ambaſſadors they are, 
the High Importance of the Offices they are 
employ'd in, and the Oualifications alſo re- 
quiſite for the Execution of them, do ſo for- 
cibly challenge a Reverence and Eſteem, that 
even the Pagan Infidelity is not able to with- 
ſtand it. What Refuge, what Shadow of 
Excuſe then can the Neglect of it be allow'd 
in a Chriſtian Country, and in a Church too, 
where the Sun of Righteouſneſs has ſo lon 
ſhone forth in his full Brightneſs , and ai 
play'd-a Law, and a Worſhip of the great- 
eſt Purity and Perfection? 
The Ambaſſador of a Prince is cohfeſ- 
ſedly entitl'd to all the higheſt Marks of Ho- 
nour and Reſpect, that is due to the Crown'd 
Head he is Commiſſion'd to repreſent. And 


- ſhall not the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, who is the xyper. i. 
Sovereign Lord, and Head over all things to 22. 


his Church, claim a like Equitable Regard to 
the Character they ſuſtain? Tis unqueſtt- 
onably due to Them in their Publick Capa- 
city, how Mean ſoever They may appear in 
their Perſonal Qualifications, And the Ho- 


nour of God Himſelf is ſo directly concern d 


in it, that as he denounc'd ſeveral Judg- 
ments againſt the Contemners of his Priel. 


and Prophets under the Law; ſo our Sa- 


viour tells his 7 that they that defpis'd 
"Them, defſpir'd: 
Him, deſpiſe God that ſent Him. 


Not that I am here pleading for any ex- 
Tuxscr⸗- 


im; and They that deſpiſe Lute x. 16. 
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traordinary Marks of Outward Honour and 
Obeiſance, the Ceremonious Reſpe& of the 
Hat, or the Knee. For as their Calling and 

their Meſſage is Heavenly, and Spiritual ; fo 
the Reverexce due to them, is ſuppos d to 
be of the like Nature. It is to be evidenc'd 
chiefly by Thinking and Speaking bonowra- 
bly of the Dignity of their Vocation, by at- 
tending diligently to the Purport of the Do- 
. Etrines they deliver, and the Rites they per- 
form, and bringing forth the Fruits thereof 
it y pry eng. . 
Let the Laziy then take Heed, amidſt all 
the unhappy Prejudices they have entertain'd 
.againſt the Prieſt hood, that they diſtinguiſh 
rightly between the Perſons, and their Office; 
and that whilſt they allow themſelves the 
Liberty of cenſuring, and inveigbing againſt 

the Ignorance, or the Immorality, of ſome 
Few of that Order, they don't ſtrike at the 
Function itſelf through their Sides, and by 
degrees contract a Prejudice againſt the Ex- 
erciſe of it too; defeat themſelves of the 
Meant of Grace, that are adminiſtred there- 
by, and draw down the heavy Judgment of 
' Apoſiacy upon their Heads. 
But I hope Better Things of thoſe among 
Lon, to whom this Diſcourſe is more imme- 

dl. i. 6. diately directed. A Son bonours bis Father 

even in his Natural Capacity; how much 
more ſhould You Yours in tliat Spiritual One 
of the Church? Can You forget the Rock 

out of which you are hemun? Or vilify the Root 
fo and 
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and Stem, from which you are ſpru 2 
This is ſuch a baſe Ker ga — Bet of 
Ingratitude, as I can hardly ſuppoſe You 
capable of being guilty of, and thall there- 
fore paſs on to the F | 

| 21 Relative Duty incumbent on the Lai- 
ty with regard to the Clergy , and that is to 
Edify, and Profit under their ſeveral Mini- 
ftrationt. For Both their Stewardſhips , in 
this ReſpeR, are mutually obliging. As the 
"Paſtor is to be faithful in ſowing the Seed of 
God's Word in their Hearts ; ſo are They alſo 
to receive, and teep, and culti vate it, with 
Fidelity, that it may bring forth Fruit in pro- 
portion to the Soil it lights upon, and in- 
creaſe, and grow up to Maturity, and Per- 
fection. To ; | 
And the like might be obſferv'd of all 
the other Parts. of the Miniſterial Office, if I. 
had Time to go through them. For, to 
what End has God empower'd the Clergy to 
Bleſs in his Name, and Abſolve Men from 
their Sins, but that They may be Cleum d, and 
Santfify'd. and Faſtißj A in his Sight? Or, to 
what Purpoſe has He appointed Them to 
Þ 31d up his Church, but that the Peopis may 
be Fellow-Liahoarere together with them for: 
their Edifiration and SaFvation, 4 
So that if the Laity don't do their Parts ,_ 
in anfwering the mighty Benefits and Privi- 
leges they enjoy under their Spritmal Mini- 
M, their Paſtor's Fidelity will but aggravare - 
their Crimey; and make them more inexcu- 


— — 


ſable. The Principal Effect tis deſign'd to 
produce ĩs the Salvation of their Souls; but, 
1f it meets not with That, it will work their 
2 Cor, ii. Condemnat ion. For we are unto God, ſays 
15. the Apoſtle, as a ſweet-ſmelling Savour, both 
in 1 are ſau d, and in Them that 
How greatly then does it behove You, for 
your Own Sakes, as well as T heirs, to praiſe 
and admire God's Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
in making them the Stewards of his Grace 
and Mercy to You, to receive thankfully the 
Divine Treaſures, and Talents they offer You, 
and to diſcharge that Spiritual Stewardſhip 
Youare entruſted with on Tour Part, by Ma- 
naging and Improving it to your own Eter- 
nal Intereſt? a 7 
Phoſe eſpecially. among You, who have 
had the Happineſs to be Born, and Bred up 
under their Roof, under the Wings of their 
Authority , and the Influence of their Inſiru- 
ctiont, ought to eſteem it as a Diſgrace, and 
Diſhonour to your Extraction, either to de- 
viate from the Sound Principles They ſo early 
inſtill'd, or degenerate from the Piet) 3 75 
endeavour d to form in You. What a ju 
Regard ought You to have for their Several 
Miniſtrationt, by which both the Bleſſings of 
Grace, and the Bleſſings of Providence, were 
firſt derivd on You? And what a Reproach 
and Imprecation do you bring upon Dur- 
ſelves, if, now you are come abroad into 
the World, You turn your Backs upon, or 
4 : neglect 


5 
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neglect to Profit under them. I could wil- 
lingly expatiate much farther on this Head; 
but that the Immediate Occaſion and Deſign 
of this Meeting calls upon me in the laſt place, 
adh, To apply the ſeveral Obligations of 
that Common Steward ſhip, which both Clergy 
and Lait) are equally concern'd in, tor the 
Mutual Benefit and Comfort of One Another ; 
eſpecially of this Honourable and well Regu- 
lated Society, of which we are Members, 

. We have All of us ſome Gifts, ſome Ta- 
tents, or Other, beſtow'd on us by God to 
profit withal; and they are ſeverally diſtri- 
buted, One after this Manner, and Another 
after that, for the Ends of Society, as well as 
Religion. The Gifts, whether of Nature, 
of Grace, or of Fortune, bring Each of them 
their ſeveral Ties of Fidelity along with 
them; and according to the various Ranks 
and Conditions of Mankind, oblige them to 
contribute to that Common Treaſury of Good 
Works, of which we are all Stewards. 

The Natural Endowments of a Vivacity 
of Parts, a Quickneſs of Apprehenſion, a So- 
lidity of Judgment, and a Fidelity of Me- 
mory, as they quality Men for the Attainment 
of very great Accompliſhments of Wiſdom, 
and Learning, and Knowledge ; ſo they ob- 
lige them to great Fidelity in the due Em- 
ployment of them. They Spread a mighty 
Power and Influence round about them, and, 
if rightly directed, become a Publick Blef- 
ſing both to Church = State; W 

? where 
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where they are accompany'd with the Gifts 
of Divine Grace, which diſpoſes and directs 
them all to the Manifeſtation of God's Glory. 
Nay the leaſt Degrees of theſe Gifts, with 
the Additional Bleſſings of Health and 
Strength, as they may be improv'd by Art 
and. Induſtry to ſome uſeful End and Pur- 
poſe; either of Hughandry, Trade, or other 
Sorts of Callingt; ſo they imply a Truſt 
too in the Management of them, in propor- 
tion to the Meaſures in which they are im- 
parted, and to the juſt Expeſtations of their 
Almighty Donor, to whom they are to be 
anſwer d, and accounted fo. 
How highly then are All concern d, in 
their ſeveral Circumſtances and Conditions 
of Life, to contribute their Share of the ſe- 
veral Giſtt to the Honour of Him that gave 
them, and to the Publick Good of that. Body, 
whereof the Owners of them are Members? 
And how fevere muſt be their Reckoning, if 
they pervert and miſapply them to Ends 
ny MIO from what. their Donor de- 
a” od node 10 SDINIGD. £23 39 
How Ungrateful muſt They be to their 
Almighty Benefactor even for the Znſarror 
Rank and Meaſure of theſe Giſtr, if they 
ſmother them in the Obſcurities of oth and 
LAleneſr, confine them to the Incloſurrs of 
Sordid Auurice aud | K HAntereſt > OC, make 
them countenance! tlie Trade of Begging, 
and getting their: Daiiy Bread; by the Swear: 
and Toil ot Other Mens Brows ? * 
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And what a Load of Impizty do They add 
to this Ingratitude, who bury thoſe Nobler 
Talents, 1 juſt before mention'd, in the 
Bowels of the Earth; in Idle and Imperti- 
nent Amuſements, and --- Diverſions, in pur- 
ſuing Little, Trivial, and Siniſter Deſigns; 
or (which is yet much worſe) in Wantonneſs, 
and Vice, and a Power of doing Miſchief, 
by propagating Infidelity, and Irreligion in the 
World ? When they employ that Vit and 
Knowledge God gave them for his own 
Glory, in Profaning and Ridiculing his 
Sacred Name and Word; their Accuracy of 
Reaſon'in Arguing him out of the Authority 
of his Church and Kingdom; and turn their 
Freedom of "Thinking and Tudging for 


Themſelves into a Libertinifm in Faith, as 


well as in e foal W a22Gs | 
But I forbear preſſing farther upon this 
Head. You, my: Brerh ng bee: 
Better Things; ſo I doubt not but You are 
ſo Wiſe, and fo Happy, as to do them. The 
Wealthy Circumſtances, which your own 
Parts, and your own Induſtry, have advanc'd 
moſt of you to, are an Evidence, of your 


ren, as you kuaw 
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Good Uſe of the Talents God lias given You; 


and your Appearing in this Place upon ſo 
Honourable, fo Religious, ſo Charitable a De- 
ſign, as this Solenmity ſuppoſes, takes off all 
che apparent Suſpicion of your riert 
den roland Ones," ©", I OM 
I have bur one 9 more to offer, and 
then I have done; and that is, that as You 
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employ your OtherGifts of Natureand Grace, 
ſo you would liberally employ thoſe of your 
Fortune too, to the ſame Great Ends, the 
Publick Emoluments of Religion and Society. 
Honour and Riches are the two main Bran- 
ches of this Sort of Gifts, and they Both im. 
ply a Stewardſhip of conſiderable Importance. 
The Former ſuppoſes a Power and Authority 
in thoſe that have it to do a great deal of 
Good to Private Perſons, as well as Publick 
Communities, and they have a great deal to 
anſwer for, if they decline, or neglect it. 

. Honour is not given only to ſet Some Men 
above Others, to enable them to govern'and 
keep the Reſt in Awe under the Rod of their 
Authority ; much leſs to Inſult and Lord it o- 
ver their Inferiors, to pervert Fudgment for a 
Reward, or enrich themſelves With Bride But 
for the hetter Maintenance of Religion, as well 
as the Civil Rights, to ſuppreſs and punilh In- 
fidelity and Vice, and to protect and encourage 
Innocence and Vertue; to deſend the Injur d 

and 75% „and 1 that ſuch ar are in 

Need, and 55 ve Rig. 
Nor are Riches a Talent much Inferior to 
that of Honour; nay. in Some Senſe they are 

Above it. They open a very Large and Noble 

Field of Action to the ſeveral Poſſeſſors of 
_ them, to render themſelves highly and Uni- 

wverſally Uſefal , and Beneficial to Mankind; 
there being ſcarce any Wams, any Diſtreſſes, 
any Calamitiet whatever, incident to Hu- 
mane Nature; but what the Beneficence ns 
53> e 2 1 L257 TLC 
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the Wealthy may miniſter Relief to. They 
may be Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the 
Lame, Fathers to the Fatherleſs , and Huſ- 
bands to the Widows. They have Bread to 
give to the Hungry, Cloathing to the Naked, 
Zducat ion to the [gnorant, and the Subſiſtence 
of a Trade to poor Orphans in Diſtreſs. 

And the farther the Extent of this Talent 
reaches, the larger and more diffuſive muſt 
the Stewardſhip of it be, the greater the F7- 
delity requir'd to diſcharge it; and the ſeve- 
rer the Account to be demanded of it, if, in- 
ſtead of its being employ'd to theſe Excellent * 
Enas, it be either hoarded up, and made 
Unprofitable to any but its Otner, or laviſh- 
ly thrown away upon his Vanity and Ambi- 
tion, his Luxury, or his Luſts. 

How forcibly then ſhould the Thoughts 
of theſe things move us to weigh duly our 
ſeveral Stations and Circumſtances in the 
World, and proportion our Works of Piety 
and Charity according to them; to compare 
our Abilities with the Objecte that are pre- 
ſented to our View, and generouſly cloſe in 
with all Opportunities that offer of doing 
Good to Thoſe that need it? 156 
And what Opportunity more Inviting, what 
Object more Beſerving, than Theſe now 
before us. The poor Widows, and the Fa- 
therleſr, without any other Relation, than 
that of Fellow-Chriſtians, have a Title to our 
Charity. They are of the Honſhold of Faith, 
ob which we are only Stewards, and it oi 
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thm Reaſon an Equitable Demand upon Us 

for a Supply of their Wants. 
How. much more Equitable, hou much 
more Moving muſt Their Demands be, who 
dear a Nearer Relation to Us, as the Relict - 
of our Fathers, and the Iſſue deſcended from 
them? We are of the ſame Houfhold , the 
ſame Parentage by Birth, as well as Proſeſſi- 
on; And can a Sox forget his Motber, or ſee 

his Brethren in Diſtreſs, and not feel the 
Yearning, the relenting, of his own Bowels to- 
_—— | 
We cannot but be all ſenſible of the ve- 
Ty-Small and Kant) Subſiſtence, which the 
Greater Part of the Clergy have for the Sup- 
ort of their Families, and that too leſſen d 
by Accidental Buarthent and Expences from 
Abroad. And it by This they are diſabled 
from providing for thoſe of their own Honſ 
bold, or are ſnatch'dperhaps out of the World 
before their Circumſtances would allow them 
to raiſe a Fund for that purpoſe, does it not 
nearly concern Us, who are All of the ſame 
Stock, to ſupply that ſore Defect, by contri- 
buting to the Publick Fund, that is deſign'd 
for their Uſes? Wow nk 
We have ſome of us perhaps experienc'd 
the fame Neceſſities Ourſelves, have had Dif- 
ficnlties to ſtrugle with on account of the 
Like Circumſtances in the Families we ſprung 
from. And ſhould not This engage Us, in 
4 Fellow-feeling towards them, to lend our 
Helping Hands towards the railing Them 
KI? | | up 
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up to the ſame Condition with Ourſel ves; 
that They alſo may be qualify'd to ſtretch 
out Theirr, in their Turns, to the Needy 
Of/pring that come after theme 
e mor to pay an Honour and Reſpect 
to the Prieſthood, and to the Memory of our. 
Fathers in it; and how can we better teſtify 
that Honour, how can we more effectually. 
eſtabliſh Our Own, than by enabling their 
Poſterity to live with Credit in the World, and 
propagating that Reverence to their Chara- 
cter in Our Age, which they by their Good 
Works acquir'd in Their??? 
How can We otherwiſe do Fuſtice to 
thoſe Principles of Piety and Charity they in- 
ilPd, than by tranſmitting the Eft of 
them to their Succeeding Generations, and 
taking off that Reproach of Poverty in their 
Deſcendents, which is but too often reflected 
back upon the Parents Themſelves? 
This is what the Voice of Reaſon, as well 
as Religion, does ſo preſſiugly ſuggeſt, that 
L need urge it no farther, it ſpeaks for itſelf. 
Let me only intreat you to apply theſe ſeve- 
ral Arguments, which the Thoughts of your 


own Heart, will naturally ſuggeſt in favour. | 


of this Charity and refle@ on the een | 
nay Royal, E that have led the Way 
toit; and the e bt, but that. 
the Preſent Ob jet Is; meet with a.. 
moſt Chearful, andBowntiful Contribution. 


Eſpecially, .if You conlider, Laſtly, the 
Exccllency of thoſe Rewards. it entitles your 
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th That as the, Faith, and Piety, and Charity 
| our Fathers, who ſerv'd at Chriſt's Altar, 
8 d all thoſe Bleſſings on You, whether 
Spiritual, or Temporal, which you have hi- 
therto enjoy d, ſo the Pious and Charitable 
| Bering You now make in their Name, and 
for their Sakes, ( thro' Faith in, and Obe- 
dience to the ſame Bleſſed Lord, whoſe | 
Stewards You alſo are) will ſecure and per- 
petuate the Continuance of theſe Bleſſings to 
oe, and Your Families, both in this 
Life, and, the Next. | 
© You will nor only have he Bleſſ ings of | 
the .Fatherleſs, and the Widommt, and the 
Bleſſings of Thoſe that bleſs in Chriſt's Name 5 
But above all, You will have the-Comfosta- 
= ble Teſtimony of your own Hearts for the 
Faithful Diſcharge of your Stewardſhip here; 
dnd whenever You are diſmiſi d from it, (as 
we all ſhortly muſt) will be ſure to find 
- GOD, your Saviour and Redeemer, moſt 
ready to welcome, and receive you into 


His e. 
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